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This year's results are as follows :

A total of 140 students from our 5 Form Six classes attended the HKDSE. 95.7% of our students have
fulfilled the entrance requirements for enrolling in the universities in Hong Kong (Core subjects at 3322 or
above, with one elective at Level 2 or above), while the overall average for Hong Kong is 36.7%.

The average passing rate in all subjects is 99.9%. The
rate in all subjects with Level 4 or above is 83.8%, while

the overall average for Hong Kong is 35.6%.

138 students applied for a seat in a university degree
programme through the JUPAS System and 96.4% of

them got admitted.

Outstanding students in HKDSE :
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Statistics on exits of graduates
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57.14% (total 80 students) of our students have enrolled in HKU,
CUHK and HKUST
AMFEAE  PUAEREF AR IS MBES7.14%(FH80A)

85.7% of our students have attained Level
4 or above in five subjects, while the overall
average for Hong Kong is 20.7%.

On average, each student gained 0.29
(Level 5**), 1.1 (Level 5*), 1.54 (Level 5)
and 2.54 (Level 4).
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Also, itlrequire's great skllls‘to pull off a performance As'the

This year's Fun Day was successfully held on 10th June.
On this joyous occasion, our teachers and schoolmates came
together as a family to celebrate the jubilant event. We are
glad that this day injected positivity into our school life and
allowed us to create moments worth cherishing with our
dearest teachers. Special thanks go to the Student Union,
without whom this event would not have been possible.

The Fun Day comprised multifarious performances and
a quiz game session run by the Student Union. It was an
excellent opportunity for teachers and students to showcase
their musical and athletic talents. The taeskwondo showcase,
as well as the singing and dancing performances, provided a
variety of exciting entertainment for the day. At the same time,
our schoolmates engaged in the quiz game enthusiastically in
hopes that they would win. The exhilaration filling the campus
never faded throughout the day! Following the Fun Day, we
had the opportunity to sit down with some of our performers,
who shared their indelible experiences and reflections during
rehearsals and performances.

Cui Tak Chiu from 4D provided us with an awe-inspiring
Taekwondo performance, demonstrating head-height kicks,
jumping kicks, spinning kicks, and board breaking.
Notwithstanding limited space, he displayed a high degree of
professionalism and managed to wow the audience. After the
spectacular performance, he invited our principal and
teachers to break boards. Inconceivably, they managed to
break all the boards, which was satisfactory for the first attempt.
Cui Tak Chiu wanted our schoolmates to learn about the art of
Taekwondo. ' Taekwondo is an abstract concept to many. It
involves learning various poses, patterns, moves, and strikes.

saying goes; *One/minute onjthe stage reqwres tenjyears of
practice off stage. ' He realized that he must put extra effort into
details and techniques during preparation in order to give a
satisfying performance. He also encouraged our schoolmates
not to fear failure and to be confident in showcasing their
talents. He is deeply indebted to our principal, Mr. Wong Shun
Tak, and teachers for their unwavering support, as well as
their bravery in stepping out of their comfort zone to break the
boards.

Afterwards, some students took the stage to perform a K-
pop dance routine, which enchanted the audience. The guest
performer, Ms. Cheng, and the students started preparing
two weeks before Fun Day to achieve synchronization. They
spent much time focusing on the details of the dance moves.
During the performance, everyone wore grotesque masks.
Surprisingly, Ms. Cheng even wore our summer school uniform
to blend into the crowd. The performers waved their arms
and moved along with the melody, and their performance
certainly brought joy to the audience. Ms. Cheng said, ' It
was a precious opportunity for me to dress up as a
student again on Fun Day. Some students said they could
not recognize me! | was grateful to participate in this
activity as it was reminiscent of my adolescence. ' She
added ' We devoted ourselves wholeheartedly to rehearsals
and were pleased with the performance we gave.'




One of thenhighlights of the day was the “band
performance. A couple of teachers and students joined
hands as a team to sing and play their favorite instruments
zealously, showing their passion for music. Being one of
the band members, Mr. Wong is pleased that they were
supportive of one another as they juggled rehearsals and
' The vocals did not blend
well with the instruments at first. Our band faced a couple

hectic academic schedules.

of challenges, including limited time for rehearsals.
Nevertheless, we practiced diligently, putting our greatest
effort into every rehearsal after lunchtime and school. Seeing
our performance gradually took shape through our collective
efforts, and the tight bonding we shared as a team made
it worth all the sweat. ' Mr. Wong reminisced about their
preparation for this performance. Mr. Wong extended
his appreciation for the steadfast achievements of Tanghin
students in academics, and in different areas like music and
sports through the troubling waters of the pandemic.

The Student Union devoted much time to ensuring
a smooth Fun Day. It was not easy for students to oversee
all details of an event, but they did a fantastic job. When
designing school-wide events, the Student Union not only
has to be tactical about how the activities are arranged, but
also needs to think about ways to appeal to the audience.
Organizing this year's Fun Day online was incredibly
strenuous as communication barriers may arise. In light of
this, our schoolmates prepared for this event thoroughly

/' to” minimiz;

trjm qhanceé\' ofll'making mistak(;s. ﬁe,j&tudent
Union has learned that emergéncies like technical problems
are inevitable, and learning how to adapt to these problems
is an important skill. ' This precious experience enabled us
to gain new knowledge of hosting online events and develop
problem-solving skills through trial and error, ' said one of the

members of the Student Union.

With the ongoing construction work of the school hall,
we faced some challenges in preparation for this year's Fun
Day. However, we were still able to run it smoothly. This
success is synonymous with the concerted endeavors
of our performers and the Student Union. We would also like
to extend our heartfelt gratitude to our supportive principal,
teachers, and schoolmates, as it was their engagement
that made this day unforgettable. Thank you all for giving us
such beautiful memories before finals and see you again at
the next annual/Fun Day!

v . 4A Fork Hoi Ning,

‘%‘__ Song Tsz Mak
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An Affectionate Farewell .

It's hard to say goodbye, as it always comes with tear-
shedding and plenty of memories. Our expatriate English
teacher, Mr. Dietrich, unquestionably one of Tanghin's best
and brightest, is unfortunately leaving us this summer after
finishing twenty-four years teaching in Hong Kong.

As many of you may know, Mr. Dietrich is Canadian. Before
moving to Hong Kong, he was also a teacher, teaching English
and English Literature in Canadian high schools. He enjoys
various hobbies, such as playing tennis, hiking, and reading;
he also loves cross-country skiing, which he cannot do in Hong
Kong.

Motivated by the eagerness to experience new things and
explore another part of the world, Mr. Dietrich left his homeland
and moved to Hong Kong in August 1998.

"At the time, | felt nervous, but excited about the possibility
of leaving my hometown, traveling across the world and
starting a new life in another country. Being here has given
me a completely different living and working experience," he
reminisced.

When asked about his first impression of Hong Kong, Mr.
Dietrich exclaimed with no hesitation,

"Hot!" "I arrived in Hong Kong in mid-August. | was
questioning my sanity - what am | doing in a place where
I'm walking outside and am immediately soaking wet in the
humidity and intense heat?" he jested.

Besides the heat, his overall impression of Hong Kong
was quite positive. He described Hong Kong people as 'friendly’
and 'open-minded’, open to new things and to discussions.
Mr. Dietrich also shared an interesting experience with us:

"I was living in a small community in the New Territories.
| remember that as | was walking across the local estate to my
school, people would just stand still and stare at me. Some
looked angry, some looked scared and shocked, and some were
smiling. It was hilarious to experience that feeling of being on
stage, and being intensely watched."”

For Mr. Dietrich, being the centre of attention and the
only foreigner, or ‘gweilo’ in Cantonese, in school and in the
community he lived in, was definitely a unique experience.

In his 24 years of living in Hong Kong, Mr. Dietrich has
found Hong Kong to be a very special place.

"I especially love the proximity to greenness in such a
citified place with tall buildings. You feel like you're in the
jungle with monkeys dancing around you, and a few minutes
later, you're on a minibus back to the city centre!” he marveled.

In addition to the unique geographical features, Mr. Dietrich
also enjoys local cuisine.

"l fell in love with "'yum cha'. There's such a variety of dim
sum you can eat. That appeals to me a lot,” he said.

Here is one fun fact - Mr. Dietrich hasn't learnt to cook any
Chinese food in his 24-year life in Hong Kong! He cooks and
bakes for himself and friends (and colleagues), but only Western
dishes.

Besides, Mr. Dietrich also appreciates buildings with
historical, archaeological and architectural value. He told us
that he would like to visit the Ex-Sham Shui Po Service
Reservoir, which was accorded a Grade 1 historical building
status by the Antiquities Advisory Board and rehabilitated into
a tour site last year. Museums and exhibitions in Hong Kong
captivate him as well.

"I would have liked to visit the dinosaur exhibition at the
Science Museum, butit's always full, and | won't have the chance
to visit it before | leave,” sighed Mr. Dietrich.

The local food, the greenness in the city, the friendliness of
people... all make Hong Kong a fascinating place for Mr. Dietrich.
"It feels like my second home!" he said with a smile.




Mr. Dietrich came to Tanghin six years ago upon invitation
from our former principal Mr. Lau, and with a recommendation
from a special friend, Mr. Leung Wai Keung, or 'M. Leung' as
Mr. Dietrich and most pupils and teachers call him. M. Leung
was our former Science teacher who retired last year.

"l knew him from 1998 when | first came to Hong Kong
because we played tennis together. | knew where he taught, but
| didn't know much about Tanghin in my early years," revealed
Mr. Dietrich.

As 18 years went by, Mr. Dietrich taught in a few different
schools, and with the invitation from M. Leung and Mr. Lau, Mr.
Dietrich started his 6-year teaching life in Tanghin in 2016.

When Mr. Dietrich was asked what he likes the most about
Tanghin, he answered without hesitation, "the people!” He was
grateful to develop friendly relationships with his colleagues,
janitors, and the students. He described Tanghin students
as 'bright, hardworking and friendly', and he has many joyful
memories with students. One of the indelible memories Mr.
Dietrich shared with us is his tour to Scotland with a group of
30 students in 2019. He expressed his gratification for the trip

by saying,

“I really enjoyed it! Everybody had a wonderful time, and
it was great collaborating with Ms. Tong and all the students.
The scenery was stunning, the history was fascinating, and the
climate was cool and comfortable.”

His experiences working with individual students when
preparing for the Speech Festival also impressed him.

"Poetry can be quite difficult for second-language
students, and even for first-language students. When we delve
into it and work on it together, it's encouraging to see the
progress students make from first looking at a poem with
great doubt, to in the end being able to deliver the lines
confidently in front of judges and the audience,” said Mr.
Dietrich.

Different departmental and cross-departmental
collaborations left him with fond memories as well. For
example, he partnered with Mr. Yeung, another one of our
English teachers, to share English jokes with students in the
Counselling Unit's Return-to-School Programme last year.
In 2018, he also collaborated with M. Leung in a Science &
English project to create amusing videos to help students
understand difficult scientific vocabulary in English.

In his 24-year teaching career in Hong Kong, Mr. Dietrich
has faced a number of hurdles, like the SARS outbreak in 2003,
and now the ongoing COVID pandemic. Speaking of which,
he admitted that the pandemic has brought considerable
challenges to students, especially cross-boundary students, as
well as to him. But at the same time, he noted,

"Teachers have to be adaptable. That's part of the
profession. We have to go with the flow and just do the best
with what we have,” he added.

He also felt fortunate that technology made online
learning useful when compared with what would have
happened in previous decades, and expressed his hope for an
end to the pandemic.

"I don't really like the online learning system, and | don't
think it's the best for students either. I'm someone who likes
to be in a room with live people, not just faces (or icons) on a
screen!”

Following his 32-year teaching career in Canada and
Hong Kong, Mr. Dietrich has observed some differences in the
educational environments of the two places.

"Canadian students are given more independence. They
don't have uniforms, and can move between classrooms at
different periods. More emphasis is put on classwork instead
of exams. They have more freedom to explore and try different
subjects that they might be interested in," he pointed out.

Mr. Dietrich agreed that Hong Kong's
environment can be stressful and high-pressure.

learning

"Students are incredibly busy all the time with pre-tests,
tests and exams. It feels like it's the be-all and end-all,” he
commented. He didn't think it's the easiest environment in
which to learn English. "Hong Kong's not a place where
students can easily leave school and use English a lot.”

Mr. Dietrich is always encouraging pupils to use English
in daily conversation with friends and family, and to enjoy
learning English, but he acknowledged that it's difficult
sometimes.

"Students feel forced to focus on other things, like
Chinese, Mathematics, or the DSE. English isn't always a
priority."

12
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But still, he was glad to see the school has provided
a significant amount of resources for students to learn
English: "There are opportunities. Students have to cherish
them and make good use of them."”

Mr. Dietrich said that there is actually no 'secret' or
‘'shortcut’ to learning English. The best way to acquire a good
command of English is to practice more.

"As | often say, 'use it or lose it'. Learners have to get more
practice with oral English and immerse themselves in it. It's a
huge time commitment and not easy."”

Mr. Dietrich also hopes learners can enjoy English
language and stories. He suggested numerous ways to learn
English in a pleasurable, casual way. Playing English video
games, listening to speeches or music and, of course, reading
for pleasure are all helpful.

"It has to be for pleasure. It can't just be forced textbook
and news cutting reading. There has to be a fun element in it -
something you're really fond of ", he emphasized.

"Reading for pleasure gives young people the equivalent
of a best friend for life,” Mr. Dietrich wrote in his bulletin last
autumn. Not only can you learn new vocabulary while reading,
but you can find a lot of inspirational quotations as well.

"I read books of various genres, and they all make different
impressions on me. They give me different feelings,” said Mr.
Dietrich. "Just find a book that suits your interest and dive into it.
You'll definitely find a lot of pleasure.”

Time flies really quickly. Mr. Dietrich has completed his
quarter-century teaching mission in Hong Kong and will be
leaving us this August. Moving back to Canada will present a
new series of challenges for him.

"I have to start up a new life and explore my area again, even
though it's my original home. It's been so long. Everything has
changed a lot, and so have I."

He would like to take a break for a while and readjust
himself to life in his homeland. When asked what he will miss
most after leaving, Mr. Dietrich's answer is, once again, the
people.

"I'm going to miss the interactions with my colleagues and
the students | meet daily. However, | won't miss the heat and the
humidity!"

He added that he'll also miss some of the key Hong Kong
sights, such as Victoria Harbour and the view climbing up Tai
Mo Shan.

"Walking and hiking around Hong Kong is completely
different from what you find in other countries; there's always
something new and delightful.”

It is not easy to let go of the people and the environment
that you have known for a long time in just the blink of an eye.
We wish Mr. Dietrich the best of luck in the future!

Lastly, here is a farewell message from Mr. Dietrich to all
Tanghinians:

"It may seem like a long time, but 6 years of secondary
school life goes by incredibly fast. Spend time with friends and
treasure the opportunities you have. I'll always be thinking about
my time in Hong Kong and all the people | met. | wish you all the
best!"

4A Chan Wing Tung,
5D Chan Ching Yin
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