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We’re all'under; the same moonlight!

When you look up at the sky at night, can you see those
glinting stars? Have you ever wondered what those stars
are called or how the solar system works? The mystery of
the galaxy has allured Jeffrey and his team to find out more
about it.

The Astronomy Club was established in 2021 by Wong
Chun Fung, Jeffrey and Mr. Ho Nok Chun with the goal of
bringing astronomical knowledge, a subject that is less
well-known in Hong Kong, to fellow schoolmates through
practical experiences.

Jeffrey was first exposed to Astronomy in one of the
Scout training courses. He was just briefly introduced to
the topic, yet he quickly developed an interest in it. "l was
deeply in love with Astronomy, though | acknowledge that
it is a profound subject,” Jeffrey said. With the intention to
promote Astronomy, the notion of founding the Astronomy
Club in school popped up in Jeffrey's mind.

Mr. Ho, the teacher-in-charge of the Astronomy Club,
is likewise very passionate about Astronomy. Apart from
that, he added one additional justification for his willingness
to collaborate with Jeffrey and form the club, "Astronomy
Club, unlike many other clubs or societies in Tanghin, is less
academic-oriented. Students can benefit from the activities
while having fun. | believed that Jeffrey's idea was fabulous,
and the club was worth establishing.”

Teamwork & the bravery to try make things done

More than a year has passed since the club's inception.
This year, Jeffrey and Mr. Ho encountered more challenges.
"This year, more than 250 members have been admitted.
It is difficult for me and the other committee members to
plan activities with a variety of themes that satisfy every
member," acknowledged Jeffrey. Unexpected weather
conditions are another concern of the club. The Lunar
Eclipse Event, for example, was sadly cancelled owing
to the bad weather. In addition, the safety of pupils is
meanwhile another factor to take into account. As most
stargazing activities take place at night, a large number of
teachers are required to assure everyone's safety. It is also
never easy for Jeffrey to hold astronomical events as they
always come with huge costs. Luckily, he has got help,
"Thankfully, the school is incredibly supportive, and the
members of our committee work really hard to prepare. That
really helped solve many of the problems."
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In the meantime, Jeffrey and Mr. Ho also shared some

unforgettable moments with the School Tempo. "Our
committee always has meetings and does test runs for
events. We gather to suggest plans and prepare for future
activities. Sometimes we even leave the school at 8 or 9pm
just to make sure that everything goes well the next day.
" Jeffrey stated. Besides, many teachers are willing to lend
Jeffrey a helping hand when it comes to outings, which
makes him feel that he is not alone. "Having a team of
like-minded individuals striving for the same objective
is extremely valuable. I'm deeply appreciative of the help
from our committee and other teachers," Jeffrey added
with gratitude. Moreover, as a newly-founded club, the
Astronomy Club has no previous experience. Without any
idea whether their plans will go well, all they can do is try
everything out. "We have to put a lot of effort into putting
forward fresh ideas. While some worked incredibly well,
others didn't. However, when they (the committee members)
succeeded, they had a sense of accomplishment. And I'm
sure that they've learnt a lot from their experiences in the
club," Mr. Ho remarked.




"It was like, we really got
the feeling of 'youth' again!"

In August 2022, the Astronomy Club held its first
stargazing camping trip, which turned out to be a great
success. Taking the pandemic into account, Jeffrey pointed
out that no camping trips had been held due to infection
concerns. In the hope to reunite members and provide
schoolmates with an opportunity to appreciate the midnight
sky without any light pollution, and also benefitting from
the alleviation of the pandemic situation, Jeffrey held this
camping trip boldly, which has never been done before by
any school clubs or societies since the COVID outbreak.
"I wanted our schoolmates to experience the 'secondary
school life' that they missed, especially for F.6 participants,"
said Jeffrey.

Success doesn't come for free. A lot of effort was put
into the preparation. Typically, a camping trip's schedule
and events are planned by the campsite operators. The
committee and the teachers-in-charge, however,
handled everything this time. With little experience, the
committee spent a great deal of time on researching and
brainstorming. To make all participants, ranging from F.1 to
F.6, feel involved in the trip, Jeffrey asked for suggestions
from students in advance. After thorough discussions
with his committee, they decided to include various
teambuilding activities and leave out some leisure time
for participants in addition to stargazing. “It was hard
to strike a balance between letting the participants
have fun while making the camping trip meaningful and
educational," Jeffrey revealed.

The Astronomy Club was the first club to organize a
camp trip under the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to
activity planning, they had to make backup plans and
emergency plans to ensure the event could run well even
with unexpected incidents, such as the dramatic rise
of COVID infection cases a few weeks before the camping
trip. The risk of having an infection outbreak on the trip
was high, but Jeffrey and Mr. Ho still spared no effort to
persuade the principal and other teachers to approve their
plan, as they didn't want to disappoint their members.

Despite all their worries, it turned out that the
participants enjoyed the camping trip and the whole
experience was better than they had expected. Jeffrey's
face lit up when asked to share some of his indelible
memories, "Mr. Ho and | could see they (the participants),
especially the senior ones, savoured the moment. It was
like, we really got the feeling of 'youth' again! I'm glad
that they liked the camping trip. It gives me a sense of

achievement."

On top of the camping, the Charity Sale held in
November last year has also gained great popularity
among pupils. In an effort to support the Hong Kong
Astronomical Society, the city's leading non-profit
astronomy organization dedicated to advancing astronomy
education, members of the committee created a variety
of brightly illustrated products for sale, including tote bags,
files, pins, and single-lined paper. After deducting all the

expenses, all revenues were donated to the organization.

The committee faced a number of challenges as it
prepared to hold such an activity for the first time without
any prior experience. Among them, coordinating with the
Education Bureau and the School Authority took them the
longest time. "We must make sure that the Charity Sale
complies with EDB's regulations - it does take us some
time to read over the documentation. It takes time to
communicate with the school as well," pointed out Jeffrey.
Concerns also arose during the preparation. "I'm
particularly concerned about whether students would
appreciate our goods and whether we can sell all of our
merchandise. We lack prior experience." To some extent,
they had trouble deciding the selling prices and the
quantity to be sold. With a huge effort from the committee,
they hurdled all the obstacles and held the activity

successfully.

The experience this time benefitted them with valuable
learning opportunities as well. "No one had prior
experience, so we were beginning from scratch. There is
definitely room for improvement - that's how we learn
to do better next time", said one committee member.
Jeffrey and Mr. Ho were also glad to see students using
the products in school, "it's kind of an indication that all of
our work is paying off!" In addition, Mr. Ho has allowed
committee members to give full play to their creativity and
entrepreneurial skills. "l didn't involve too much in the
process. | want to give pupils more chances to try out
different things." "The Charity Sale is a worthy attempt,
even though it might not turn out as well as we hoped.
Nevertheless, it's an excellent start for us to build
experience for future activities." Jeffrey remarked.

Founded for a year, the Astronomy Club has
organized manifold activities that intrigued students
from different forms to join. Active engagement of the
chairperson, the teacher-in-charge and the committee
accounts for its success today. “The most crucial element
in running an ECA club is its committee members. Their
passion and readiness to dedicate time to the club are
of the essence,” confessed Mr. Ho, who is also an
alumnus of Tanghin. Jeffrey concurred that the support of
the school and students' active participation are vital
as well. "I'm grateful for schoolmates' unending support
for us, especially junior form students. The school has
provided venues and funds for us as well, which I'm
deeply appreciative of. " A variety of innovative activities,
such as stargazing, crafting planet-shaped candles
and the Charity Sale, have made strides for Tanghin's
extra-curricular activities.

On the other side, Mr. Ho and Jeffrey both shared their
sadness with the School Tempo. "This year, my stress

level has increased. I've worked extremely hard to prevent
blunders because schoolmates now have higher
expectations as a result of the club's success in the
previous academic year," stated Jeffrey. "We endeavor
to hold innovative activities for the first time, but the results
are unsatisfactory owing to our inexperience, which
displeases our supporters and stresses me out." Mr. Ho
simultaneously expressed regret, saying,

"My workload has increased this year. | am appointed
more school duties, and therefore being less involved in
their preparation. From another viewpoint, it may be a good
thing as the committee is now granted more freedom to
showcase their talents.”

In the future, the Astronomy Club plans to collaborate
with other clubs or societies and organize inter-club
activities in the hope to give students a more diverse range
of experiences. The Club also strives to hold camping trips
and other excursions in the upcoming months. However,
with more members this year, it's anticipated that new
difficulties may emerge. It's worth mentioning that this
year's committee consists of both junior and senior form
members. Both Jeffrey and Mr. Ho would like to provide
junior form pupils with more opportunities and pass on their
experiences in running an ECA club to them.

Last but not least, the Astronomy Club will continue
to organize a wide range of activities for fellow
schoolmates in the near future, including camping trips,
outdoor stargazing, craft sessions, field trips to Hong Kong
Disneyland for physics classes, and more. Stay tuned for
their updates!

4A Chan Wing Tung, 5D Chan Ching Yin
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the last;"'special-edition'’
Annual P.E. Days . -~

The school hall and sports ground were buzzing with
excitement on 30" November and 1St December as the
school community gathered for two days to enjoy inter-class
sports competitions. Since our school observed regulations
of disease control, this year's P.E. days were also held on
campus - hopefully, this would be the last one! Be it juniors or
seniors, our students displayed their strength, agility, and
sportsmanship when they participated in conventional and
modified ball games. We are extremely proud of our students
for pushing themselves physically and mentally to do their
very best in every game. Most importantly, we congratulate all

the prize winners on reaping the fruits of their labour!

The annual P.E. days were comprised of multifarious
activities, including modified volleyball and football games
and a conventional dodgeball competition. Our PE teachers,
who sacrificed time and energy, deserved a big thank you for
organizing such creative games and testing the rules for the
modified games.

The two-day event started off with the modified
volleyball game. The rules are as follows: each team tries to
score points by grounding a hand-made balloon filled with
sprinkles on the other team's court. The team can touch the
ball up to three times to serve the ball to the other side of
the court, but individual players can only touch the ball once
consecutively. Passing through the school hall entrance, we
could clearly feel the overwhelming ambiance: enthusiastic
cheers of students could be heard from afar, and competitors
entered the court with their heads held high. The spectator
stands were also brimming with anticipation as students and
teachers alike cheered the players on with great enthusiasm.
Rhythmic, carefully choreographed chants resounded in the
school hall, and some diehard fans were even spotted holding

aesthetically pleasing cheer banners!

What comes to your mind when you hear 'table football'?
It involves using figures mounted on rotating bars to kick a
ball into the opposing goal - and it works similarly for our
modified football game! This game captured the audience
the most due to its uniqueness. During the match, students
had to pass the huge yoga ball while staying in their assigned
space. Only when players successfully hit the ball into the

opponent's goal could their team get one point. Our students
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demonstrated energetic enthusiasm in cheering as the

players tried their best to score goals. All in all, despite the
tricky weather and uncertainty at the start of the game,
everyone would agree that the modified football game was
a rousing success. As for the conventional dodgeball game,
it was absolutely thrilling. Since most participants were
members of the school's Dodgeball Team, they managed to
wow the audience with their skills and strategies learnt. What
we felt the proudest of was that competitors gave it their all to
strive for glory in the court, not for themselves but for the pride

of their class!

The brilliant performances were vivid reflections of their
hard work. The chairperson of 5C's Class Union, Wong Chun
Fung, reminisced about the hard work his classmates devoted
to preparing for the competition. Everyone stayed at school
to practise until late at night every day despite their hectic

academic schedules. 'lt was exhausting, especially after

extra lessons. Nevertheless, we put our greatest effort into
every practice after school. Seeing our skills gradually
improve through our collective efforts, and the tight bonding
we shared as a class made us persevere! We were also
thankful for our teachers for practising with us after a day of
tiring work.' He recalled that they were nervous throughout
the day because making a small mistake in a competition
would suffice to impact the results. Despite falling behind
in the heats, they eventually emerged victorious as the
champion of the dodgeball game with their team spirit.
Hard work indeed paid off.

The highlight of our P.E. day was the much-anticipated
teacher-student modified volleyball game - finally, a chance
for teachers to showcase their athleticism. Teachers and
students were divided into two groups: the principal and
vice-principal teams. The volleyball game was a frantic one,
but the principal team came out victorious. Last but not least,
we were treated to a hilarious 'Just Dance Relay', where
teachers and students danced to 'Fancy' by Twice, bringing

much fun and joy to the audience.

After the event, we had the opportunity to interview
our dearest Principal, Mr. Wong. He shared with us his
indelible memories when participating in the Teacher-
Student competitions, as well as his reflections on this
experience. Notwithstanding the packed work schedule,
he managed to partake in the P.E. days. 'l was proud to see
our students give their all in the competitions!" He agreed that
the P.E. days could help develop closer links between
teachers and students through the troubling waters of the
pandemic. Due to the consecutive practice sessions for
this event, teachers and students got to know more about
each other and made memories worth reminiscing. Besides,
Mr. Wong extended his appreciation for our perseverance
and positivity amidst the insurmountable difficulties. His
speech ended with a tribute to everyone, as it was their
engagement that made these two days memorable. We would

like to thank him for helping us create a fruitful school life

and for his unwavering support!

We were grateful to have student volunteers for bes
ing our referees, as well as our P.E. teachers for organizing
the creative games, without whom this event would not have
been smooth and successful. We had a lot of fun preparing
for the competitions and formed tighter bonds with our
classmates at the same time. While we look forward to
showcasing our skills in track and field, let us not forget the
fond memories we made and the snapshots we captured

on this extra special occasion!
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